
7th Grade Summer Reading Project
Brown Summit Middle School 2022-2023

Due Date: September 9th, 2022

I am excited to have you in 7th Grade Advanced ELA! We will be working to become
better readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers together–great works of literature and
the written word will be the foundations of all our work together. This summer reading project is
designed to allow you to stretch your thinking muscles and show me what you can do.

You need to choose a book you have not read before and actively engage with it over
the summer. Choose a book that you know will connect to one of the unit questions below, and
make sure it is appropriately challenging for 7th grade reading, at least 100 pages, and
either a work of fiction or a work of narrative nonfiction (one that tells a story, like a biography or
memoir).  See page 3 of this assignment for some suggested titles.

Your work should be typed in a readable 12 pt font like Times New Roman or Arial. I
respect that typing it may be an obstacle in some circumstances–in that case, please reach out
to me. I am excited to see your reading and thinking at the start of the year!

Yours in reading,
Ms. V. N. Bonner

Unit Topic Unit Question
Use this to guide your reading choice!

Generations What can one generation learn from another?

A Starry Home What should we do with the opportunities space presents?

Turning Points What can cause a change in someone’s life?

People and the Planet What effects do people have on the environment?

Facing Adversity How do we overcome obstacles?

There are five parts to complete for summer reading!

I. As You Read
Reflections

Complete two reflections to show your thinking and
observations as you read.

II. Unit Connections Complete the chart to show how your reading connects to
the unit question.

III. Real World
Connections

Make connections between your book and current events.

IV. Open-Ended Prompt Choose one of the prompts and respond to it.

V. Prepare a Book Minute
(for class in August!)

Be ready to present the big take-aways, best part, and your
opinion of your book when we get back to school.



Detailed Checklist
The below checklist is not required, but it is meant to help you keep track
of what you need to do. You do not need to turn it in.

Remember, the “As You Read” reflections need to be completed while you’re reading the book,
not once you’ve finished. After that, you can do the other parts of the assignment in the order
below or one that makes sense to you.

Please make sure to speak to your folks about what film you’ve chosen before you watch it!

Steps Complete?

Choose your book–remember, there is a list of possible titles below!

Read over the directions and rubric so you know the expectations.

Read the book while completing “As You Read Reflections.”

Complete “Unit Connections.”

Read a current events article that connects to your reading.

Complete “Bigger Connections.”

Choose and complete one option from “Open-Ended Prompts.”

Jot down your ideas for your book talk. Practice it by yourself.

Revise and edit ALL of your work for expression and basic grammar.

Check your work against the rubric.

Practice your book talk with a trusted adult or a friend.

Please consider your reading choice carefully.
Your book should be appropriate for middle school. Books oriented for elementary readers
(Diary of a Wimpy Kid, for instance) or works only published online (such as fan-fic) can be
delightful and enjoyable, but they are not appropriate for an academic assignment at Brown
Summit.

Similarly, if you choose a nonfiction text, please make sure it has a narrative and is not simply
informative. Memoirs, autobiographies, biographies, and informative works that tell a story or of
an experience will work with the prompts.

Lastly, a collection of short stories will not work with these prompts. Choose something more like
a novel if you are going in that direction.



Possible Reading Choices
Books with an asterisk (*) indicate that we recommend reading the Young Reader’s Edition.

Unit Topic Nonfiction Fiction
Generations Red Scarf Girl

Brown Girl Dreaming
When Stars are Scattered
Stamped*--Jason Reynolds and
Ibram X Kendi
In the Shadow of the Fallen
Towers–Don Brown

The Revolution of Evelyn
Serrano
My Life as an Ice Cream
Sandwich
Salt to the Sea
The Book Thief

A Starry Home Chasing Space–Leland D Melvin
Hidden Figures*--Margot Lee
Shetterly

Nyxia–Scott Reintgen
Space Case–Stuart Gibbs
I Love You, Michael
Collins–Lauren Baratz-Logsted
See You in the Cosmos–Jack
Cheng
The Three Body Problem–Liu
Cixin

Turning Points Escape from Camp 14–Blaine
Harden
I Will Always Write Back–Martin
Ganda
Outcasts United*--Warren St.
John
The Boys Who Challenged
Hitler–Phillip Hoose
The Butterfly Mosque–G Willow
Wilson

Scythe–Neal Shusterman
Monster–Walter Dean Myers
The Outsiders–S E Hinton
The Hunger Games–Suzanne
Collins
The Crossover–Kwame
Alexander

People and the
Planet

Saving Simon: How a Rescue
Donkey Taught Me the Meaning
of Compassion
The Boy Who Harnessed the
Wind
The Soul of an Octopus

Not a Drop to Drink
Life as We Knew It
Mortal Engines
The Knife of Never Letting Go

Facing
Adversity

BOMB: The Race to Build–And
Steal–the World’s Most Powerful
Weapon
Thinking in Pictures–Temple
Grandin

If I Ever Get Out of Here
To Kill a Mockingbird
The Secret Life of Bees
Refugee
The Hate U Give

You are of course free to choose a different book, but please
choose carefully and review the note on page 2.



I) As You Read Reflections
As you read, choose two (2) of the following sentence starters and write a brief reflection
for each. Each reflection should be about 100 words, so it will need to be developed
thinking, not just a quick response.

I noticed…
I wonder…
I was reminded of…
I think…
I’m surprised that…
I’d like to know…
I realized…
If I were…
The central issue(s) is (are)…
One consequence of ____ could be…
If ____, then…. I’m not sure… Although it seems…

II) Unit Connections
Use the chart (or make a chart like the one below) and complete both parts.

In general, how does this book connect to or
answer the unit question?

Give three pieces of text evidence to show
the connections and explain that connection.



III) Real World Connections
Find 2 current events articles that connect to your book. What would the authors of each
piece agree on? What would they disagree on? How do the articles address the unit
question, and how do they compare and contrast with the book?  This should be about
125-175 words.

For instance, imagine you choose to read The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkein and are
considering the Unit 5 question: How do we overcome obstacles?

You might read news articles about a team traveling over long distances and about soldiers
experiencing battle in Ukraine, both of which connect to the experiences of the characters in
The Fellowship. You would then write about how the news articles answered the unit
question–how did the groups overcome obstacles?  How is this similar and different to the way
the characters in The Fellowship worked to overcome obstacles?

IV) Open-Ended Prompts
Choose one of the following prompts and respond to it in an essay-style response of
about 200-250 words.

A) Analyze the character/person who changed the most from the beginning of the book until the
end of the book. Explain the change and what caused it.

B) Evaluate the ending of the book. Considering how the book unfolded, was it an effective
ending? Why? Why not? (Effective means “successful in producing a desired result.”)

C) Give the book a 1 to 10 rating. Explain in extended detail why you gave this book that score.

V) One-Minute Book Talk
Prepare for your book talk by gathering the following thoughts on your book. These will
be shared within the first weeks of school. (Feel free to elaborate/modify this Book talk.)

“I read _____________________ by ___________________.

“Some of the ideas that stuck with me were:

“My favorite part/the best part was when:

“Overall, I thought this book was _____________________ because of ___________________

____________________________________________________________________________

and also because _____________________________________________________________.

“I would recommend it to a person who ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________.”



7th Grade Summer Reading Rubric
Expectations Exceeds

Expectations
Meets

Expectations
Partially Meets
Expectations

Does Not Meet
Expectations

As You Read Reflections
Reflections show thoughtful interaction with the
text as it was being read.  Your ideas
demonstrate you are focused in your reading
comprehension.

Reflections make connections and are analytical.

Unit Connections
You have explored a thoughtful connection with
the unit question thoroughly–not just rushed
through an obvious link. Your ideas demonstrate
you are focused in your reading comprehension.

Carefully selected details and examples are
connected to your ideas.

Real World Connections
You have explained a meaningful connection
between the articles.

Your ideas show that you understand how your
text connects to these current event articles
either based on the topic or the shared themes.

Open-Ended Response
Your essay demonstrates that you read the entire
book and understood it.

Your essay is analytical and talks about how the
text works. It does not summarize the text.

Your essay has an introduction, a body, and a
conclusion.  It also has one central idea or thesis
that it elaborates.

Your voice is unique, with language and word
choice used to powerful effect to support your
ideas.

Revision/Grammar
Your punctuation, capitalization, sentences, and
basic grammar are consistently controlled. There
are only occasional minor issues.

Book Minute
The class could hear and understand you. You
used the whole minute.

You shared takeaways, the best part, and your
opinion in a way that helped other readers know if
the book was for them.


